Lyndell T. McDonald, MFA

Lighting Design / Technical Direction / Sound Design / Projection Design / Scenic Design

334-221-6873 ltmcdonald@ua.edu lyndell2l7.com
Education
The University of Alabama; Tuscaloosa, AL
Master of Fine Arts in Design & Technical Production 2019
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre 2005

Academic Employment

Assistant Professor of Theatre & Dance, The University of Alabama 2019- Present
Technical Director of Dance, The University of Alabama 2005- Present

O Technical Director for 6 dance productions annually; Oversight of all aspects of
technical production including lighting, sound, projection, and scenic design.

a Oversite and mentorship to student lighting, sound, projection, and scenic designers

a Oversite and instruction for student workers in all operations and maintenance of
stage equipment, materials acquisition, and inventory control

O Planning and administration for events held in Dance Theatre (Capacity-623seats)

Q Maintain of all dance facilities, sound and lighting equipment and dance equipment

O Production Manager of 5 dance productions; Oversight of scheduling production
meetings, rehearsals and show dates.

O Building representative for all dance buildings: Set door schedule and manage personnel
access.

a Department Inventory representative

Lecturer, Alabama State University 2019, 2018

Courses Taught

TH 324 / DNCA 324 Lighting and Sound for Dance 2011- Present
Technical production course specifically designed for dance maijors covering
practical aspects of theatre technology in lighting and sound
DN 290 Dance Practicum 2019- Present
Participation in University Theatre & Dance productions through assignments
of show crews, costume shop and arts management duties.
TH 350 African American Experience in the Performing Arts 2024
To explore a wide range of performance art created by African American artists,
from the early nineteenth century fo modern contemporary works.
DN 105 Freshman Seminar for Dance Majors 2020- 2022
Designed to help students navigate college and infroduce them to the field
of dance as they progress through the major.
TH 114 Infroduction to Theatre 2021
Infroductory course to theatre through the study of modules on elements of
Theatre covers different genres of plays, production techniques and history.
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THE 221 Intfro fo Lighting and Sound
Infroductory course on theatre technology in lighting and sound

Conference Presentations & Panels
Vox Academy - Phillips Academy — Children Summer Music Camp
Alabama Thespian Festival BIPOC Panel
Alabama Thespian Festival Scenic Design Competition Panel
The Importance of Understanding Music Rights

2022 ACDA Screen Dance Festival
Lighting Design for Dance Festivals - ACDAcademy
The Importance of Understanding Music Rights - ACDAcademy
Masterclass: Staging, Sound and Lighting

The Links Incorporated: Tri-County AL chapter
The Importance of Understanding Music Copyrights

ACDA Southern Region — University of Kentucky

Faculty Activities

Faculty Advisor

Student Designer Supervision and Mentorship
Guest Lecturer — TH 416/516 Rigging Fundamentals
Guest Lecturer — TH 120 Principles of Stage Design
Dance Production Crew Supervision and Trainer

Creative Activity & Research

2018, 2019

2024
2024
2023
2022

2021
2021
2020

2020

2019- Present
2012- Present
2020- 2023
2019- 2022
2005- Present

Creative Activities (The University of Alabama)

Lighting Designer

Alabama Repertory Dance Theatre Concert - Dance Theatre
She Loves Me, Director Thomas W. Jones Il - Gallaway Theatre
Unstuck With You, Yonder Contemporary Dance Company,
Dance Theatre, Regional Tour and Edinburgh, Scotland Fringe Festival
Dance Alabama! Concert - Dance Theatre
Dance Collection Concert - Dance Theatre
False Awakening, Yonder Contemporary Dance Company

Dance Theatre, 4 City Regional Tour
Alabama Festival of Ballet - Dance Theatre

IRL, Yonder Contemporary Dance Company,
Dance Theatre, Regional Tour and Edinburgh, Scotland Fringe Festival
LaRonde, Director Tom Aslip - Allen Bales Theatre

Technical Director

Alabama Repertory Dance Theatfre Concert - Dance Theatre
Dance Alabama! Concert - Dance Theatre

MFA Dance Concert — Dance Theatre

Alabama Repertory Dance Theatre Virtual Concert

Dance Alabamal! Virtual Concert

Dance Collection Concert - Dance Theatre

American Ballet Theatre Summer Intensive

2005- Present
2024
2022-2023

2005- 2023
2013- 2021
2019 - 2020

2019
2018

2017

2005- Present
2005- 2022
2021

2020- 2021
2020

2013- 2021
2005- 2019



Projection Designer

Lighting Martha - Crimson Stage, Dance Theatre
Kinder Things - ARDT Spring Concert, Choreographer Rebecca Salzer,
Dance Theatre

Stage Manager

Alabama Repertory Dance Theatre Concert - Dance Theatre
Dance Alabama! Concerf - Dance Theatre

Professional Activities

Lighting Designer

Junie B. Jones — The Musical — Birmingham Children's Theatre — BJCC Theatre
Mr. Chickee’s Funny Money - Birmingham Children’s Theatre — BJCC Theatre
NutQracker: Symphony Q Academy of Dance — Alabama Shakespeare Festival
Peter Pan — Birmingham Children’s Theatre - BJCC Theatre

Family Celebration - EWTN Global Catholic Network - BJCC Concert Hall

The Point Dance Art - Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center
Miss Kelley's School of Dance — Samford Wright Center

Backward Forwards Back — Urbanite Theatre*

Miss Fancy: Elephant Queen of the Zoo-Birmingham Children’s Theatre — BJCC Theatre*
Best of Enemies — Theatre Tuscaloosa — Bena Brown Theatre

dwb -Driving While Black — Opera Birmingham- Red Mountain Discovery Theatre*

The Nutcracker -Southeast Alabama Dance Company — Dothan Civic Center

NS Dance Studio; Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center
Birmingham Academy of Dance - Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center
The Steeple Arts Academy of Dance - Samford Wright Center

Vox Fortura Show- Lyric Theatre
Launch Day - Theatre Tuscaloosa, Bean Brown Theatre*
The Color Purple — Revival Theatre Company, CSPS Hall, Cedar Rapids, IA
The Mamalogues — Theatre Tuscaloosa, Bean Brown Theatre
Tom Segura: I'M COMING EVERYWHERE- WORLD TOUR - BJCC Concert Hall
NutQracker: Symphony Q Academy of Dance - Leila Barlow Theatre
Busy Day: Rickey Powel Story — Theatre Tuscaloosa — Bean Brown Theatre
Always Patsy Cline — Theatre Tuscaloosa — Bean Brown Theatre
Three on a String: 50yr Reunion Show — BJCC Theatre
Sleeping Beauty - Birmingham Ballet - Samford Wright Center
Independence Eve - Opera Birmingham - Cabaret Theatre
The Nutcracker/Muttcracker - Brmingham Ballet - Alabama Theatre
Trussville Christmas Celebration - First Baptist Church Trussville
The Watson’s Go to Birmingham — 1963 - Theatre Tuscaloosa,

Bean Brown Theatre
The Three Hermits - IPC Music & Fine Arts and UAB Opera,

Independent Presbyterian Church
Swan Lake - Birmingham Ballet - Samford Wright Center
Peter Pan - Birmingham Ballet - Samford Wright Center

2019
2019

2022
2022

2024
2024
2023
2023
2023

2023- Present
2023- Present

2023
2023
2023
2023
2020- Present

2010- Present
2016- Present
2019- Present

2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2021
2021
2021
2021
2020
2020
2016- 2019
2017- 2020

2019
2019

2019
2018



The Alabama Project Dance Concert - Alabama State University,
Leila Barlow Theatre
Brigadoon - Shelton State Community College - Bean Brown Theatre
American College Dance Association South-Central - Texas Tech University
Contemporary Choreographers’ Collective Dance Festival
Queen’s Hall, Trinidad & Tobago
Birmingham Dance Theatre; Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center
The Point Dance Art - Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center
Hibbet Sports Conference Nike Presentation
Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center Concert Hall

Scenic Designer

World Games 2022- International Olympic Committee, LRY Media Birmingham, AL
Opening and Closing Ceremonies- Protective Stadium

Projection Designer
Trussville Christmas Celebration, First Baptist Church Trussville

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Head Lighting Technician — CATS — North American Tour - MPAC
Head Lighting Technician - Shen Yun, BJCC ConcertHall
Head Lighting Technician - Black Jacket Symphony Tour — BJCC Concert Hall
Head Flyman Technician — Darci Lynn: My Lips Are Sealed Tour — BJCC Concert Hall
Head Audio Technician - Bill Maher — BJCC Concert Halll
Head Lighting Technician — The Nufcracker by Alabama Ballet, BJCC Concert Halll
Rigging - Metallica, Dierks Bentley, Hall and Oats, Erich Church;

BJCC Arena, Ock Mounting Amphitheatre, Tuscaloosa Amphitheatre, Alabama Theatre
Head Audio Technician - Paw Patrol Live Tour, BJCC ConcertHall
Sound Technician: Jay Z Holy Grail Concert; Miranda Lambert Platinum Tour

BJCC Arena, Oak Mounting Amphitheatre, Tuscaloosa Amphitheatre, Alabama Theatre
Head Lighting Technician - Shen Yun, BJCC ConcertHall
Lighting Technician - Lion King; WWE Monday Night Raw; Santana Concert

BJCC Arena, Oak Mounting Amphitheatre, Tuscaloosa Amphitheatre, Alabama Theatre
Production Crew - Mamma Mia; Boyz Il Men Concert,

BJCC Arena, Oak Mounting Amphitheatre, Tuscaloosa Amphitheatre, Alabama Theatre

Research Interest

Diversity Scholars Network: National Center for Institutional Diversity, University of Michigan
Diversity and Inclusion within the Performing Arts

History of Dance Lighting Technique

Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs): OLED, LEP/PLED, Micro LED

Industry standards and practices for Theatrical and Live Entertainment

New Technical Equipment and Trends

Other Technical Experience

2017

2015
2015
2014,2016

2007- 2017
2014, 2015
2014

2020- 2022

2017-2020

2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2020
2017- Present

2019
2013- Present

2018 - 2019
2013- Present

2013- Present

2020

1996 - 2005

Lighting Designer: The Grapes of Wrath, The Glass Menagerie, The Rivals, The Piano Lesson

The University of Alabama
Scenic Designer: True West; The University of Alabama

Stage Manager: Flyin West; The University of Alabama, Montgomery Ballet, Alabama Dance

Theater



Assistant stage manager: Christmas Carol; Alabama Shakespeare Festival

Changeover Crew: Alabama Shakespeare Festival Summer Rep, 4 shows annually,

Props Designer: Hallowed Ground; The University of Alabama
Master Electrician, Follow Spot Operator, Carpenter

Service Activities

2002, 2003

Committees

Faculty Senate Community and Legislative Affairs
Greek Assembly Hall Philanthropic Committee

2nd Trustee — IATSE Local 78 Board of Trustee

Faculty Senate

Faculty Senate Student Life Committee

Faculty Senate Steering Committee

Faculty Senate DEI Committee (Co-Chair)

TH&DN Department DEI Committee (Inaugural Chair)
Parking & Transportation 5yr Plan Committee

Parking & Transportation Committee

Department Social Media Committee

Technical Director Search Committee

Directing and Stage Management Search Committee

Special Events/Festivals/Galas/Consulting/Service

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr: Life & Legacy Celebration- Insistence, Resistance, Persistence

Ed Farm Classroom Door

Flow Tuscaloosa: Swimming Together Event;

Haunting at the Museum; Gorgas House & Alabama Museum of Natural History
UNCF Mayor’s Masked Ball Birmingham

Alabama Boys State

Alabama Girls State

Dora Church of God, Dora, AL; Lighting Design Consultant and Install
Duggal Visual Solutions; Dillard’s Dior Media Server Install

Celebrate Cultural Diversity Through the Arts, A&S Diversity Committee
Alabama Festival of Ballet

The Miss UA Pageant

Community Outreach

2023-2024
2022- 2023
2021- Present
2020- Present
2022- 2023
2020- 2022
2020- 2022
2020- 2024
2019 - 2020
2018- 2020
2019- 2023
2019- 2020
2019- 2020

2023

2022

2022

2018- Present
2018- Present
2007- 2020
2014- 2020
2020

2020

2019

2019

2018- 2019

Licison with local community groups: Tuscaloosa Community Dancers, Arts n' Autism, Druid City Balleft,

Dancers 4 Life

Honors and Awards

Nominee for Best Lighting Designer (Mamalogues) — Broadway World Regional Awards 2022

Best Theatre Educator: Druid Arts Award

Morris Lehman Mayer Premier Award

Professional Staff Assembly Outstanding Professional Award Nominee,
The University of Alabama

2022
2021
2013



Honorable Mention: Lighting Design for The Grapes of Wrath; KCACTF

Professional Affiliations

2003

Roadies of Color United International
Black Theatre Network
IATSE Local 78

Additional Skills

2021- Present
2020- Present
2013- Present

Certifications:
OSHA 10: General Entertainment Safety

Computer Software:
Microsoft Office: Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook
Adobe Creative Cloud: Audition, Photoshop
CAD Programs: Vectorworks, AutoCAD
Audio Editing Programs: Audacity, SFX, QLab, Cool Edit Pro, Audition

Projection: Hippotizer, ProPresenter, QLab

Equipment:

Lighting Console: ETC Eos family, ETC Express, Jands Vista, Hog, Strand

Architectural Lighting Systems: Paradigm, Echo, Mosaic

Sound Consoles: Yamaha, Mackie, Allen & Heath — Analog and Digital

Welding: Tig and Mig, Steel and Aluminum

Rigging: Arena and Theatrical, Up and Down Rigger, Chain Motors, Single/Double

Purchase, Pin & Hemp
Carpentry — Power / Hand fools and saws

World Premier *



